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Federal Communications Commission § 11.54

up letter to confirm temporary or per-
manent reassignment.

(2) Broadcast station and cable sys-
tem and wireless cable system manage-
ment shall determine which header
codes will automatically interrupt
their programming for State and Local
Area emergency situations affecting
their audiences.

(e) Broadcast stations and cable sys-
tems and wireless cable systems are re-
quired to interrupt normal program-
ming either automatically or manually
when they receive an EAS message in
which the header code contains the
Event codes for Emergency Action No-
tification (EAN), Emergency Action
Termination (EAT), and Required
Monthly Test (RMT) for their State or
State/county location.

(1) Automatic interrupt of program-
ming is required when facilities are un-
attended. Automatic operation must
provide a permanent record of the EAS
message that contains at a minimum
the following information: Originator,
Event, Location and valid time period
of the message.

(2) Manual interrupt of programming
and transmission of EAS messages may
be used. EAS messages with the EAN
Event code must be transmitted imme-
diately and Monthly EAS test mes-
sages within 15 minutes. All actions
must be logged or recorded. Decoders
must be programmed for the EAN and
EAT Event header codes for EAS Na-
tional level emergencies and the RMT
and RWT Event header codes for re-
quired monthly and weekly tests, with
the appropriate accompanying State
and State/county location codes.

[59 FR 67092, Dec. 28, 1994, as amended at 60
FR 56000, Nov. 6, 1995; 63 FR 29665, June 1,
1998]

§ 11.53 Dissemination of Emergency
Action Notification.

Initiation of the EAN by any one of
the following sources is sufficient to
begin the emergency actions in § 11.54.

(a) National Level. The EAN is issued
by the White House. The EAN message
is sent from an origination point to
control points of the participating
radio and television networks, cable
networks and program suppliers, wire
services, communications common car-

riers and other entities. It is then dis-
seminated via:

(1) Radio and television broadcast
networks to all affiliates with the use
of internal alerting facilities.

(2) Cable networks and program sup-
pliers to cable systems, wireless cable
systems and subscribers.

(3) Wire services to all subscribers
(AM, FM, low power FM (LPFM), TV,
LPTV and other stations).

(4) Wire service to all subscribers
(AM, FM, low power FM (LPFM), TV,
LPTV, Class A television (CA) and
other stations).

(b) State level and Local Area levels.
EAN dissemination arrangements at
these levels originate from State and
local governments in accordance with
State and Local Area plans.

(c) Broadcast stations must, prior to
commencing routine operation or orig-
inating any emissions under program
test, equipment test, experimental, or
other authorizations, determine wheth-
er the EAS has been activated by any
of the following methods:

(1) Monitor the radio and TV net-
works and cable systems.

(2) Check the wire services.
(3) Monitor the assigned EAS

sources.

[59 FR 67092, Dec. 28, 1994, as amended at 63
FR 29666, June 1, 1998; 65 FR 7640, Feb. 15,
2000; 65 FR 30001, May 10, 2000]

§ 11.54 EAS operation during a Na-
tional Level emergency.

(a) The EAS Operating Handbook
summarizes the procedures to be fol-
lowed upon receipt of a National level
EAN or EAT Message.

(b) Immediately upon receipt of an
EAN message, broadcast stations and
cable systems and wireless cable sys-
tems must:

(1) Monitor the radio and television
networks, cable networks and program
suppliers, and wire services for further
instructions.

(2) Monitor the two EAS sources as-
signed in the State or Local Area plan
or FCC Mapbook for any further in-
structions.

(3) Discontinue normal programming
and follow the transmission procedures
in the appropriate section of the EAS
Operating Handbook. Announcements
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